PROBLEMS OF POWER
VII
But the era of " narrow views " is past. Mankind is living amid a contagion of adventure. The moment is at hand when the dream of Columbus, of ultimately reaching India if he sailed steadily into the West, is on the point of fulfilment. The nations are already rushing into the vortex of the Caribbean. The Panama Canal will be open in 1914. On the other side of the world, the Japanese, two years ahead of time, have already completed the trans-Corean railway linking the Russian station of Kharbine to the landing-stage at Fousan, and have signed a contract with the " French Sleeping Car Company " for the organization of a direct bi-weekly service between Paris and Tokyo. Even a "little Englander " will reflect before really trying to wreck the Trans-Iranian.
The Powers are rushing into the Caribbean, and only Poseidon, the Earth-Shaker, who in August, 1912, altered the shore-line of the Dardanelles, and who has a revenge to take for Nicaragua, can now stem the tide. The Caribbean, it has been noted, is the third field of activity for the Triple Entente. In reality, in considering the Triple Entente, the common interests of France and England alone need be dealt with, with regard to the opening of the Panama Canal. Russia may be left out of account until she has realized her project of bridging Behring's Sea. But in the American Mediterranean, between Venezuela and the Gulf of Mexico, France and England are confronted with quite another set of conditions ; they are face to face with a new Power. Here they have to deal no longer with the members of the Triple Entente alone, but with a great State which had hitherto made it a point of honour to be able to get on alone, independently of an " effete Europe/' and has ridiculed almost as roundly as England herself (it is in the blood) the possible advantages of " entangling alliances." There is evidence that the United States is not even yet